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Pre-season Friendly 

4th September 2022 

Coulsdon Athletic FC 1 – 0 Purley SG 

 

Today saw the mighty CAFC take another step towards final prep for the new season, and 
there was a buzz around The Mount from the local community hearing that the seniors were 
on a winning streak of two. Two dog walkers had swelled the crowd to 14 (excluding the 
dogs) so this was getting serious, even the Chairman had popped down to cheer us on. 
 
We played a team we know nothing about called Purley Saint Germain. Not sure what 
league they play in, someone mentioned Croydon Municipal, but it could just as easily have 
been the lower leagues of the Paris and District. Above all else we couldn't be complacent 
against a Jekyll PSG, as we wanted so desperately to win three on the bounce. Pre-season 
on not, 3 wins on the trot is impressive by anyone's standards. 
 
We made a few changes to the starting line up so we could give minutes to players 
returning from injury and holiday, although we still had Murf, Gallon, George, Alfie, Mikey 
and Jack on the unavailable list. It shows the depth of the squad though to have the squad 
we have available today. No weak links in this squad, no way, just healthy competition of 
real quality. 
 
So, the game kicked off, and to be honest we settled quickly, so an immediate improvement 
on last week, which was very pleasing. We were trying Liam at Centre Back to see if we 
could add another position to the impressive full back displays we've seen, his battling 
character would suggest he would be fine. Our skipper Haz, dropped into the centre back 
partnership to give Liam some guidance and confidence, which our skipper does so well. Its 
been great getting to know the lads over the summer, and the shy and retiring (not) Johnny 
was moved to left back to make way for Liam in the middle. 
 
PSG weren't really hurting us too much because any attacks were quickly snuffed out with 
the rock solid back four completed by Charly. 
 
The legend that is Raff, who's been sticking the on the turtles most weeks and covering our 
absent keeper Xander, was now finally on pitch and being allowed to roam free, like an 
excited puppy let off the lead for the first time, he was buzzing about the pitch doing a 
tremendous job, and he was partnering Alice well as the holding midfielders in the team. 
Rob was back from his holibobs, but certainly wasn't suffering from a hangover as he 
played the No 10 role and constantly gave problems to their defence. He used his strength 
to battle for everything and was winning absolutely everything in the air. PSG were being 
run ragged. All that was missing was the goal. 
 
Both Jakey and Dan were doing well on the wings and the full backs were having a right 
time of it, and the good news was that Josh was back from injury and having a run at No 9 
and was being proper busy up there. A right handful. Our pressure saw us win a series of 3 
or 4 corners, but again we just couldn't convert them into a lead. 
 
Then came a moment when Rob overlapped Jakey and took the ball into the oppo's half, 
and advanced towards the penalty area like a charging rhino. With defenders bouncing off 
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him to the left, and to the right, it looked like he wasn't going to be stopped. A last-ditch 
tackle sent the ball spinning out for a corner. The corner was swung in and as Dan went to 
rise to meet the ball, he was taken out with a challenge that would be deemed ABH on the 
street, and the ref pointed to the spot! CAFC had a penalty!! Up stepped the skipper. He 
sent the ball to the keepers left, but just too central, and as the keeper guessed lucky he 
blocked it!! Still 0-0. Time for Hazza to get his head back in the game and out that out of his 
mind. We enjoy the successes together and we support the low points in a game together. 
It was gone. History. They'll be more chances, I was confident of that. 
 
Within a minute Johnny picked up the ball at left back, looked up and drilled an angled ball 
for the hard working Josh to run on to. The defenders were left in his wake. They couldn't 
touch him cos it would a straight red, and he was moving baby! Bearing down on the 
keeper, quite rightly worried about the sight of a focused and onrushing Josh in front of him, 
well there was only one outcome. A cool finish and CAFC were 1-0 up!! Very pleased for 
Josh on his return from injury. 
 
We saw the first half out comfortably and then made changes at half time to get some of the 
lads the minutes they desperately needed. 
 
The second half kicked off and followed much the same pattern as the first. Liam and Haz 
dealing with the high balls in very efficiently, and Charly and Johnny completing the 
protection of Xander, and our goal. 
 
Kunz and Lige were now in midfield, and we had Nath at No 10. A massive plus for the 
squad, and for himself, was that we had the Return of The Thomps for the second half. 
After 6 weeks out, it was fantastic to see him grace the wing again. "Gimme 10-15 mins 
Mike and I'll give it a rest again." Ok mate, whatever you think, I knew he wouldn't do 
anything stupid. But when I asked him after half an hour whether he was ready to come off 
again, he was astounded, but I had left hime there intentionally - if he was comfortable it 
meant he also got some valuable minutes under his belt. More importantly, he back moving 
through their defence like a Gazelle, making several good runs into crossing positions and 
into the oppo's box, but the final touch from an attacker was just lacking. 
 
With Xander being troubled only occassionally and even then not seriously, we were 
keeping a control of the game. But I don't like single goal leads.  
 
Then with about 15 mins to go, there was a a bit of handbags with our Dan and their 
midfielder. Heavy tackling, turned into shirt grabbing and turned into flared tempers, and a 
couple of arm swinging and air punches. That escalated quickly. The ref called them over - 
just needed a calm ref to say come on ladies, its a pre-season friendly and settle down 
back to the good natured game it had been up to this point. What did he do? The crank sent 
them both off!! Two reds in a friendly!!  Now 10 v 10 we had resshuffled to a 4-4-1, with 
Thomps coming off and Adz going on. Nath dropped deep into midfield and Kunz went out 
on the right wing. 
 
As there was still parity with numbers, we could afford to still be committed to a degree in 
the attack at 1-0. We were getting a lot of success down our right up to this point. Kunz took 
it up a level and they were having trouble containing him now. Some lovely passing from 
midfiled from Nath releasing Kunz on more than one occasion saw him 1 on 1 with the 
keeps, but each chance went just wide of the frame. and so the lead remained 1-0. 
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Towards the end, PSG tried some high balls into the box, but that was no match for our 
lads, and in particular Johnny at one stage seen rising gracefully,  above their attackers, 
and meeting the ball, feet pointed, with all the grace and poise of a seasoned ballet dancer 
performing at the Royal Opera House. No problem at all.  
 
Towards the end it was squeaky bum time, when Johnny quickly lost the poise of said ballet 
dancer and instead absolutely floored their attacker, this time with the grace and poise of a 
WWE Wrestler, and thankfully, outside the box. With their attacker flattened and unable to 
breathe, PSG had one attempt to salvage a draw, but the ball made its was to Xanders 
hand, and he gladly fell on the ball. We had a couple more chances slide by, but in the end, 
we beat the French lads from Croydon, or the Croydon lads from France, I dunno, but what 
I do know is that CAFC were now 3 wins on the spin, and a clean sheet, and preparing very 

well for the new season. Let's keep this going lads.  
 
Final Score: CAFC 1 Purley Saint Germain 0 
 
Scorer: Josh 
 
Man of the Match: Liam 
 
 
 


